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CASE III.&mdash;March 2.5, 1833.-D. Burnett,
aged four months, has been suffering under
symptoms of common cold since the 32nd
instant. Was seen this afternoon by Mr.
Fender, who reported him to be labouring
under croup. I saw the child at five P.M.
Mr. F., had prescribed a grain of calomel
every two hours, and the application of the
liniment, which had been applied half an
hour before my visit. The violence of the
symptoms, I was told, had greatly abated ;
but, before leaving the house, I saw about
three drachms of the liniment again applied.
.March 26. The child rested well during
the night, and to-day appears as if nothing
had ’ailed it.
In my private practice I seldom see a.
case of croup now, although I hear of cases
now and then, happening in families which
do consult me; but being provided with
liniment, they apply it according to direc
tions, and check the disease at once. In-
deed some country families, that have ex-
perienced its benefits, say that they should
be miserable, did they not know that they
had a supply in the house.
Before concluding, I might give you the
results of my experience of the effects of
opium externally aplied in other internal ’,
innammations, and in continued fevers: they
are equally gratifying, but I think I have
said enough to show that opium exerts a
powerful influence over the system when
applied to the surface of the body, indepeii-
dently of absorption. I am, Sir, Your obe-
dient Servant,
W. F. Bow, 1-il.D.
Ainwick, 1st March, 1837.
M.D.
INSTANCE OF
VAGINAL RESPIRATION.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR :&mdash;Dr. Thomson, in his admirable lec-
tures upon medical jurisprudence, when
speaking of uterine and vaginal respiration,
thus expresses himself :-
"I do not hesitate to say, that I doubt
whether uterine respiration has ever occur-
red. I have even some doubts, although
not so strong, respecting vaginal respira-
tion, a circumstance in which Capuron
believed." Now, Sir, I have lately attended
a case which, in my opinion, very much
strengthens the possibility of vaginal respi-
ration. Mrs. Holden, of No. 12, Queen-
square, Bloomfield-street, was taken in
labour with her first child, on the 5th of
January last. I was requested to attend
her, and upon examination per vaginam,
found the breech presenting; the labour
was slow and tedious, in consequence of
weak uterine action. However, at length
the legs, the body, and the shoulders were
expelled; and the head was retained, the
face presenting towards the sacrum, and the
occiput towards the pubis. During the
time that the head was retained, in order to
keep the trunk on a level with the head, I
supported the breech with my right hand,
while the left was passed beneath the
thorax, in which position I distinctly felt,
for several minutes, the elevation and the
depression of the ribs, demonstrating, that
inspiration and expiration were alternately
taking place. For this fact I can vouch,
and am perfectly satisfted that respiration
did take place, and, therefore, I think that
in all cases of suspected infanticide the pre-
senting part should, if possible, be ascer-
tained. The infant ultimately perished, in
consequence of the head being retained too
long ; and I very much regret to say, that
the parents resolutely refused a post-mortem
examination to be made. Now, had this in-
fant been illegitimate, had its mother given
birth to it under suspicious circumstances,
had a medical man been called in, and had
the lungs been subjected to the hydrostatic
test, a verdict would have been found
against her, and she would have stood in
jeopardy of her life. I have the honour to
be, Sir, your obedient servant,
R. DAV!S.
1, City-road, Finsb2my-square,
v March 7, 1837.
I
TREATMENT OF
SIMPLE EXOSTOSIS,
BY
REPEATED BLISTERINGS.
IN the last Number of THE LANCET,’
(Feb. 25th) there s a report of a discussion
which lately occurred at the Royal Med’ical
and Chirurgical Society, on the treatment of
Exostosis.
In the practice of some of the gentlemen
who took part in the discussion, mercury,
as might have been expected, had been of
considerable service, even in cases in which
no syphilitic taint existed. But as mercury,
in order to be of service, must be given to
an extent which is sufficient to make its
action apparent on the system, and as, in
some constitutions, the efl’ects which it pro-
duces are by no means such as we desire
to see, and its action being, withal, some-
what uncertain, a small quantity, in parti-
cular habits, producing considerable saliva-
tion, it may not, perhaps, be altogether use-
less to detail the results of a more simple,
and more harmless mode of treatment.
It is well known to veterinarians, and to
those gentlemen who are In the habit of
attending to the management of their horses
themselves, that bony formations, in the lan-
guage of the stable, denominated &laquo; splents,"
frequently form upon the inside of the legs
